Neal, Arthur

From: craig@organicconsumers.org¥inter? [craig@@organicconsumers.org] on behalf of
craigi@organiceonsumers.org '

Bent: Friday. May 20, 2005 1111 PM

To: NOSB Livestock

Subject: Comment on "Livestock Committee Recommendsation for Guidance Pasture Reguiremaents”

Naticnal Organic Standards Beoard

o/ Arthur Nell

Room 40088cuth Building 1400 Independence Avenue?BW Washington, DO,
202h0-0001

Re: Support of the NOSB's draft pasture guidance document

Dear NOESB Members,
The Organic Consumers Asscclation {OCA) wouls

id like to commend and support the ¥OSE on its
drafc guidance document regarding pasture regulr

ements for the NOP.
The OCA presented roughly 7,000 consumer petition signatures requesting such modifications
at the recent NOSB meeting. On this, the ¢losing day of the comment period, the OCA, with
its more than 300,000 organic consumer supporters, would like to reiterate our support for
these NOSB recommendations. Organic consumers expect organic milk to come from pasture,
grazing lactating cows. In thabt sense, 30% DRY MATTER during 120 days is an absclute
minimum for organic dairy operations. '

If vou would like us to resubmit ocur collection of petition signatures in support cf this
{see full text of petition below), we would be happy to do so, but expect you likely stiil

have them in hand.

Thank vou,

Cralg Minowa

Environmental Scientis

Organic Consumers Association
{320)-384-7764

Fanx: (425)330-4341
Cralg@OrganicConsumers. org
http://www.OrganicConsumers.org

National Organic Standards Beard

o/o Arvhur Nsll

Room 4008%cuth Building 1400 Independence Avenue?BW Washington, DC,
20G250-0001

Re: Suppoert of the NCBE's drafi pasture guldance document

Dear NOSB Members,

I am writing to express full support for the NOSB's draft guidance document regarding
pasture reguirements for the National Crganic Program. I have Che expectation that the
USDA organic seal represents the true meaning of "organic’ which includes pasturing of
animals as reguired by the USDA Naticnal Organic Program Standards.

I regquest that the NCSE approve the draft pasture guldance document as written including:
"Ruminant livestock shall graze pasture during bthe months of the year when pasture can
provide edible forage. The Organic System Plan shall have the geal of providing grazed
feed greater than 30% dry matter intake on a dally basis during the growing season but not
less than 120 days. The Crganic System Plan shall incliude a timeline showing how the
producer will satisfv the goal to maximlze the pasture component of total feed used in the
farm system.' Lack of enforcement, on some large factory farms, of the current Rule
requirement for the pasturing of ruminants, including lactating dairy cows, has led to the
necessity for the inclusion of the above numerical standards in the guidance document.
Without clear, definitive wording, the intent of the Rule, with regards to pasture, will
centinue to be disregarded by some.
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Thig wording gives csar
allowable grazing seas
cerctification process.

tifiers an explicit minimum amount of grazing intaks and mi
on that will serve as & clear-cub trigger/guide in thely

I firmly believe reguiring significant pasture intake for ruminants, as this document
promotes, reprasents a sustalnable aglluulfh 5] svstem, providing multipls benefits to the
animals, environment and the consumers of ovganic products.

Providing cows with access to pasture assures that ox
an interrveiated gystem betwesen the animals and the lar
promote an lnterdependent community.

Pasture provides benefits to cows that include improved foot and leg strength, reduced
breeding problems, less stress, longer lives, and enhanced immunity.

ganic principlies are bein ¥,
nd, working from the soll up to

Ruminants with access to pasture help ensure an organic production system thab provides
living conditions that allow animals to sarisfy their natural behavior patterns, provides

the animals with preventative health care benefits, and improves humane animal care and
bhelr welfare,

These benefits are passed down to congumers through more nutritious milk. A recent study
sonducted by the Danish Institute of Agr¢c*iy4ra; Regsearch tested milk from cows farmed
organically and found that it was 50% higher in Vitamin E, 75% higher in beta carctene and
higher in omega

3 egsential fatty acids than conventional milk. This study tied these gualities to organic
cows having room to graze and a diet high in fresh grass and c?cv9r, and forage Allowing
cows to go te their feed rather than bringing feed to the cows substantially reduces the
use of non-renewable resources and machinery reguired for feed trangp@rta::oq and
acological manure recycling.

Responsible active management of gquality pasture is an excellient way to improve soil
quality. Careful management of pasture ensures maximum utilization and capture of soclar
energy, the basis of growing food.

T support the NOSB pasture guidance document and thank you for including clear, de
minimums. The standards for organic farms and food marketed under the USDA organic
must not be compromised.

finitive
zeal

Sincerely,
[pre-provided petition signatures]
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